
Reception Curriculum Overview
All About Me Let’s Celebrate - Light and

Dark
Traditional Tales

and The Smartest Gruffalo
on the Broom

The World and People
Around Us

Living and Growing -
Secret Garden

Journeys and Adventures

● Our rules and routines

● Changes: from babies to

now

● Chn talk about their

family

● Our favourite things

● Learning nursery rhymes

● Finding London on a

map- Dick Whittington

● Compare old and new

houses

● People who help us

● Look at different job

roles - baker, bus driver

● Keeping healthy

● Facts about spiders

● Visit from a doctor

● Trip in local area on a

bus

● Signs of Autumn

Key Texts:
Dick Whittington
Nursery Rhymes (Incy Wincy,
Humpty Dumpty, London’s
burning, Miss Polly, The
Wheels on the bus)
The Colour Monster

Key Vocabulary:
rhyming
London
capital city
doctor
police officer
firefighter
bakery
healthy

● Bonfire night - Guy

Fawkes, Diwali,

Birthdays, Weddings,

Christmas, Eid

● Historical figures

● Famous astronauts

● Life in space

● Comparing day/night

● Senses - smell, sight,

touch, taste, hear

● Colour mixing - fireworks

● Signs of Winter, ice

● Cooking - cakes

● Listening to different

music

● Instruments -

celebration music

● Famous artist - Van Gogh

Starry Night

● Visit to church

Key Texts:
Kipper’s Birthday
Rama and Sita
On the moon
Whatever Next!
How to Catch a Star

Key Vocabulary:
celebration
Bonfire night
Guy Fawkes
Diwali
birthday
wedding
Christmas
Jesus
Christian

● Comparing
town/country

● Features in locality -
draw a map of journey
to school

● Looking at different
habitats

● Comparing life today
and in the past (Stone
Age)

● Signs of Spring
● Properties of materials -

bridges - crossing rivers

● Settings

● Buildings and homes -
local and abroad - Three
Little Pigs

● Julia Donaldson

Key Texts:
The smartest giant in town
Room on a Broom
The Gruffalo
Three Little Pigs
Three Billy Goats Gruff
Goldilocks and the Three
Bears

Key vocabulary:
woodland
town

fiction
non-fiction

● Animals from around the
world

● Animals and their young
● Changes - baby, toddler,

child, adult
● Habitats
● Food from around the

world
● World map - knowing

about places in the
world - similarities and
differences with their
world

● Draw pictures of natural
world around them -
school garden

● Henri Matisse

Key texts:
Handa’s Noisy Night
The Snail and the Whale
Blown Away

Key vocabulary:
extinct
Habitats
Baby
Toddler
Child
Adult
Young
Older
Natural
Environment

● Growing vegetables

● Life-cycles

● Observing caterpillars

● Labeling parts of a plant

● Planting a bean

● Facts about minibeasts

● Observational drawings

● Days of the week

● Light/dark leaves -

colour tones

Key Texts:
Oliver’s vegetables
Jasper’s Beanstalk
The very hungry caterpillar
We Planted a Pumpkin

Key Vocabulary:
grow
seed
root
stem
petal
nutrients
living things
life-cycle
cocoon/chrysalis
bark

● Transport

● Continents and

countries/ oceans

● Famous pirates

● Part of a pirate ship

● Making own maps /

follow maps

● Sea creatures

● Floating and sinking

● Looking at different

holidays

● Compare life in different

countries

● Recycling, pollution ,

plastic waste - looking

after our planet

● Signs of Summer

Key Texts:
Knock, knock pirate
A new home for a pirate
Billy’s bucket
Commotion in the ocean
The lighthouse keeper’s lunch
Turtle Bay

Key Vocabulary:
pirate
Jolly Roger
deck
ocean/sea
predator
pier
rock pool
coral
pollution



bus Hindu
Muslim
moon
sun
Earth
space
astronaut


